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country of Yonan [Greece]. The king of those parts, who
was called Banqas, distinguished Jalinus by royal favours,
and constantly praised him. At that time there was also a
king of the Maghrab, named Baz, who was obeyed by all
the kings of those regions. One of his wives happening to
be attacked by leprosy, and there being no skilled physician
in that country, the king confided his difficulty to one of
the warns, who gave him the following reply: "In the
country of Banqas there is a physician who is very cele-
brated, and it will be necessary to send to the king a letter
to this eiiect: " Despatch Jalinus to the foot of my exalted
throne immediately on the receipt of this letter, or else be
prepared to see thy kingdom devastated."' Baz approved of
the advice of his wazir, and sent the just-mentioned letter,
which Banqtis perused, showed it to Jalinus, and said :
f I prefer to resist the king rather than be separated from
you; I am ready to sacrifice my very life for you, and shall
prepare myself for war.' But as Jalinus was not willing to
cause bloodshed, and averred that he would rather comply
with the demand, Banqas wrote the following reply:
' Although the princes of Yonan obey King Baz, they are
the servants of physicians, because the latter are in reality
the masters of our bodies; and as Jalinus is the chief of
them, we request your majesty to send him back to us as
soon as his services can be dispensed with at your court,
because it would be very hard for us to be deprived of his
company/ This letter Jalinus himself took charge of, and
travelled to the country of King Baz, whom he found to bo
of a tyrannical and inhuman disposition. For some time
he made his appearance at the royal palace every morning
and evening, but was unable to obtain an audience. He
was, however, by royal command lodged in the quarters of
the hunters, where he could obtain no other food but game.
After the expiration of one month, he was taken to the
king and gruffly interrogated by the interpreter concerning
his trade. Jalinus replied: ' My business is to preserve
health, and to remove disease before it has taken root/
The king replied: 'In my harem there is a patient whose